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Regulation and Inspection of Splash Pads and Other Similar Forms of Recreation
RESOLUTION #3: REGULATION AND INSPECTION OF SPLASH PADS AND
OTHER SIMILAR FORMS OF WET RECREATION
WHEREAS In the last few years, there has been a tremendous increase in the number of
water theme parks. As a result, public health concern is also growing over the use of
splash pads and receiving basins for activities such as water slides and children’s wet
play areas. Epidemiological evidence is clear that recreational activities that involve body
contact with water present a significant public health risk to bathers, particularly children,
if they are not properly operated and maintained.
Health impacts related to children’s wet play areas, water slides, catchments and
receiving basins include infections of the ear, eyes, nose, throat and skin infections and
urinary tract. There are also safety hazards associated with water intake inlets and bather
collisions.
Major concerns have been associated with splash pads that are operated with recycled
water and or with holding tanks. Standard pool filters followed by chlorination are not
effective against cryptosporidium1. Cryptosporidiosis occurs worldwide due to
exposures from water and contaminated food. In the United States, an estimated 300,000
cases of cryptosporidiosis occur each year2. According to the U.S. Centre for Disease
Control (2008), travelers to and from developing countries may be at greater risk for
infection because of poorer water treatment and food sanitation. Outbreaks of other
pathogens, for example, E. coli O157:H7 have been linked to spray parks as well3.
Last year, the USA and Canada experienced an increase in waterborne outbreaks of
Cryptosporidium associated with the use of splash pads4. In Ontario, Toronto Public
Health experienced a significant outbreak at the Toronto Zoo last year.
It is well recognized in Ontario by public health professionals that regulations and
guidelines for inspection, sanitation, and disinfection are absolutely necessary for
protection of public health. There are currently no public health regulations in Ontario
concerning water quality, sanitation, disinfection, operation, and inspection of splash
pads, water slides and other forms of children’s wet recreation facilities.
The Ontario Regulation 565 of R.R.O 1990 under the Health Protection and Promotion
Act (Public Pools) does not include or deal with splash pads and it exempts receiving
basins at the bottom of water slides.
Currently the Amusement Devices Act Regulation 342/87 administered by the Ministry
of Consumer and Commercial Relations outlines mainly the requirements for original
construction and physical and structural maintenance of water slides.
The Ontario Ministry of Health and Long Term Care (MOHLTC) Mandatory Health
Programs and Services Guidelines under the Water Quality Program Standards and the
newly drafted Ontario Public Health Standards require the boards of health to ensure that
water used for specified recreational purposes meet MOHLTC guidelines/protocols as
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applicable and boards must ensure the availability of educational programs regarding
health related operational procedures applicable to public bathing beaches, public spas,
public swimming pools, public wading pools, splash pads and public water slides. At this
time, no Ontario MOHLTC protocols or guidelines are available for splash pads or public
water slides. Section 13 of the H.P.P.A. is the only legal authority that health units have
to deal with sanitation, operation, water chemistry, maintenance and safety of water
slides, splash pads and their catch basins. This standard approach needs to be updated and
new regulations, standards, guidelines and or protocols should be developed to assist
local health units in Ontario, and
WHEREAS Epidemiological evidence is clear that splash pads and water slides and
other similar wet facilities pose a significant public health risk if they are not properly
designed, operated and maintained, and
WHEREAS There has been a growing number of outbreaks and recent public health
concern over the increasing use of public splash pads and water slides and other similar
wet facilities over the past decade, and
WHEREAS It is well recognized in Ontario by public health professionals that
regulations and guidelines for inspection are absolutely necessary for the protection of
public health.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
THAT OPHA advocate to the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care take legislative
measures in creating regulations and/or guidelines to ensure that public health inspectors
have standards governing sanitation, operation, inspection, safety, disinfection, and
maintenance of splash pads, water slides and similar wet facilities, and
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THEREFORE,
THAT OPHA request the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care to amend regulation
565 (Public Pools) to include splash pads, receiving basins and other like forms of wet
recreation.
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Implementation Plan
The Environmental Health Workgroup will forward this resolution on to the Ontario
MOHLTC (Public Health Division) and the Minister of Health and Long-Term Care for
follow up and action. Copies will also be sent off to Health Canada, the Association of
Supervisors of Public Health Inspectors of Ontario, the Association of Local Public
Health Agencies, the Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors, the National
Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health, and the Canadian Public Health
Association - Environmental Health Division.
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