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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, health promotion, defined by the Ottawa Charter on Health Promotion asthe process of
enabling peopletoincrease control over, and toimprove, their health, isnow widely recognized by the
public health community, and;

WHEREAS, the Ottawa Charter on Health Promotion emphasi zesthe need for health promotion to
addressawiderange of health determinantsusing avariety of diverse strategies, and;

WHEREAS, in 1986 the World Heal th Organization Work Group on Health Promotion noted that health
promotion would be performed by personswith awidevariety of training and backgroundsand that it
would be detrimental for health promotion to be appropriated by one professional group to the exclusion of
other professionalsand lay people;

THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED THAT itisthe position of the Ontario Public Health Association that
hedlth promotion, including the devel opment, implementation and eval uation of healthy public policies, the
re-orientation of health services, fostering community support and involvement, and enhancing persona
skillsfor hedlth, asthey relateto Ontario’ sMandatory Public Health Programsand other community
programs, have been and must continueto be provided by, through and with individua sof various
backgroundsand training, in accordance with identified needs.

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

Purpose

Theresolutionisintended to provide areferencefor organizationswhen they aredeveloping and
implementing health promotioninitiatives. It will also serveto guide heal th promotionwork in Ontario by
emphasizing theneed for avariety of training and backgroundsto addressthe many health determinants.

Action

Theresolution will bewidely publicized through both the Ontario A ssociation of Health Promotion
Specidistsin Public Health (OAHPSPH) and the Ontario Public Health Associations networks. Thiswill
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include newd etter articlesand direct mailingswritten by OAHPSPH in consultation with the OPHA
Board.Aswell, the Association of Local Official Health Agencieswill be contacted to support theintent of
theresolution.

Commitment

OAHPSPH iscommitted to widely publicizing thisresolution. The OAHPSPH representativeonthe
OPHA Board will ensurethat theimplementation strategy isfollowed. OAHPSPH isaso availableto
consult with organi zationswho wish to usethe resol ution their health promotionwork.

BACKGROUND

Thisresol ution began asaPosition Statement that was endorsed by the Ontario Association of Health
Promotion Specidists in Public Hedth at their AGM in April * 95. At the Association’ srequest the Position
Statement was presented at the June‘ 95 OPHA Board meeting with arequest for support to developiit
intoaresolution.

Sincethe Position Statement i s based on the Ottawa Charter for Health Promotion, the Board decided to
devel op aresol ution to endorse both the Charter and the principles of the Position Statement.

Regarding resolutions, position papersand motions:

Status:  Policy statements (resolutions, position papers and motions) are categorized as:

ACTIVE, if:

1. Theactivitiesoutlined in the policy statement’simplementation plan have not yet been completed;
or

2. Thepolicy statement addresses an issue that is currently relevant to public health in Ontario.

ARCHIVED, if:

1. Theactivitiesoutlined in the policy statement’simplementation plan have been completed; or

2. Thepolicy statement addresses an issue that is not currently relevant to public health in Ontario or
is not based upon the most current evidence. The statement remains the position of the OPHA
until anew statement is adopted that effectively reverses or essentially negates all or major
elements of an earlier statement. In thisinstance, the former supersedes the latter
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