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Confidentiality and Privacy for People Living with HIV/ZAIDS

A resolution adopted at the 1991 OPHA Annual General Meeting
Code: 1991-04 (RES) Status: Archived

WHEREAS the Information and Privacy Commissioner of Ontario has highlighted the need to re-
examine public health policies and procedures in its report “HIV/AIDS: A Need for Privacy”
(October 1990) and states:

“policies and procedures should contain a recognition that maximum confidentiality of personal
information related to HIV/AIDS is an essential public health measure. In order to retain the
full trust and confidence of persons at risk, the government has an interest in ensuring that HIV/
AIDS-related personal information is not improperly disclosed and in having clear rules for the
appropriate disclosure of such information”

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT OPHA promote the principle and right of privacy for
people living with HIV/AIDS.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT OPHA call upon professional Associations to continue to
promote their standards and ethics on an ongoing basis and

BE IT RESOLVED THAT OPHA call upon professional Colleges to establish and review their
regulations re: confidentiality and to ensure appropriate disciplinary action when their members
violate confidentiality.

Regarding resolutions, position papers and motions:

Status: Policy statements (resolutions, position papers and motions) are categorized as:

ACTIVE, if:
1. The activities outlined in the policy statement’s implementation plan have not yet been
completed; or
2. The policy statement addresses an issue that is currently relevant to public health in Ontario.

ARCHIVED, if:
1. The activities outlined in the policy statement’s implementation plan have been completed; or
2. The policy statement addresses an issue that is not currently relevant to public health in
Ontario or is not based upon the most current evidence. The statement remains the position of
the OPHA until a new statement is adopted that effectively reverses or essentially negates all or
major elements of an earlier statement. In this instance, the former supersedes the latter
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